Old Engli sh compensatory lengthening and the problem of hiatus

The paper addresses the problem of compensatory lengthening and hatus in Old
English. The analysis reveds that traditional descriptions which associate the dange of
quantity with the lossof a melodic segment miss ®me important generali zaions. The paper
argues that the Old English compensation can most insightfully be acouned for in the
framework of autosegmental theory where quantity adjustment can be analysed ona separate
autonomous tier independent on the phanologicd comporent. A thoroughexamination d Old
English substantives proves that the loss of a melodic segment, which has © far been
perceved as a dired impulse for length compensation ( e.g. Campbell 1959 Hogg 1992)
plays only a mediate role in the process

Old English compensatory lengthening, being an instance of a non-locd quantity
adjustment process proves to be a goodill ustration o the Hayesian pastulate that the moraic
theory can acoun for the change in a more restrictive and adequate manner than either of the
two remaining autosegmental theories: the CV-model or the X-skeleton model. The first part
of the paper is a brief summary of the three aitosegmental approaches. A set of examples
from Old English proves that such properties of the CV-theory as its ability to indicate the
source of length are nat, as it has been suggested, an advantage, but a handicgp of the theory
and an unrecessary complication, which cdls for the gplicaion o some purely technicd
devices.

The paper then compares and contrasts the X-skeleton theory with the moraic theory
and shows that athough bah of them are an improvement over the linea type of phondogy
the former is burdened with some empirical problems. The moraic theory makes predictions
abou the prosodic structure and stress ystem of weight-sensitive languages and as sich can
best acwurt for the process of Old English compensatory lengthening, which is shown to
constitute apart of the syllabificaion pettern of the language

The analysisis based onthe model of moraic structure propased by Hayes (1989. The
analysis of data, which have been dvided into two sets according to syll able weight reveds
that the Old English compensatory lengthening involved two independent and ory partly
compatible mechanismsi.e. doulle flop and CL by vowel loss The final sedion d the paper
shows an interesting interadion between compensatory lengthening o the latter type and
another well known Old English prenomenon, i.e. hiatus.

Finally, it is suggested that viewed from nonlinea perspedive the process of
compensatory lengthening constitutes a part of the wide range of Old and ealy Midde
English quantity changes in stresed syllables which were a mnsequence of the genera
tendency to optimize syll able quantity. Thus, compensatory lengthening as an implementation
of a language spedfic moraic structure would be another argument in favour of phondogy
viewed as a mherent system rather than as a set of rules.
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